Phi Alpha Chapter Service Award

Chapter Report Form 

Outline of Chapter Report: Briefly and succinctly describe or explain your chapter activities in the following areas.  This is not a term paper to include extensive literature review and research.  Chapter reports should be to the point and no longer than 10 single-spaced pages.  Supplemented materials such as brochures, pictures, and media coverage are welcome and should be mailed to the national office.  Chapter Reports will be scored on the degree to which chapter activities address the purpose of the Phi Alpha Honor Society and the degree to which chapters address the criteria listed below.

· Honors scholarship by recognizing and promoting high standards of scholastic achievement and excellence. 

1. How many students were initiated into your Phi Alpha chapter during this 12-month period?

During the 2010-2011 academic school year, the UND Phi Alpha Honor Society received 42 applications and admitted all 42 applicants based on the criteria set by the national office. These applicants include 24 undergraduate students, 8 graduate students attending the on-campus MSW program, and 10 graduate students enrolled in the online MSW program. There was an induction ceremony held on May 5, 2011 during which 24 of the applicants were recognized as new Phi Alpha members, and the remaining 18 students were mailed their certificates.

2. What activities has your chapter carried out to recognize students for their academic achievements?

Once all applicants were confirmed to meet the criteria as Phi Alpha members, an e-mail was sent to each new member congratulating them of their achievement, and a message was sent out on the department-wide listserv announcing the new members of Phi Alpha. In addition, all new members were recognized during the annual Spring banquet hosted by the UND Student Social Work Association. A formal induction ceremony took place at the banquet, during which 23 students were present to be inducted into the honor society.

3. What activities has your chapter carried out to further the academic achievement of social work students?
During the months of March and April, a group of students held a campaign for “Spread the Word to End the Word” to advocate for ending the use of the word “retard” among citizens in Grand Forks. They had booths at the UND Memorial Union (the main hub on campus) and the Grand Forks Learning Fair, 
and they also talked to a number of elementary classrooms in town about the issue. In addition, another group of students coordinated a seminar on child abuse and neglect for local social work professionals and students. A local expert in detecting child abuse and neglect spoke at Grand Forks County Social Services, and about 20 students and 50 professionals attended. Finally, Phi Alpha members participated in many service projects throughout the year that helped them connect their classroom work to hands-on agency work in our community. Members were able to connect their learned classroom skills to actual agency work, and also learned of the various opportunities available to them as future social work professionals. 
4. What activities has your chapter carried out to help your university?
In September of 2010, UND Phi Alpha participated in the annual UND Homecoming Parade. This was an opportunity to connect with the larger university and Grand Forks community and share the great things we do as students and a department. Members handed out sunflower seed packets to the crowd that had our contact info on it for those interested in getting volunteers for service projects, and our motto for our float was “Sowing the Seeds of Change.” Our chapter also celebrated Social Work Month in March with a number of activities that led to publicity for our department and university. A number of members attended “Social Justice Advocacy Day” at the State Capitol in Bismarck, ND, which was coordinated by NASW-ND. We sat in on committee hearings related to social justice issues, and had two students interviewed on the local news for our attendance at the hearings. Also during this month, our chapter coordinated a department-wide photo (see attached) that took place on March 25th. This photo was submitted to the national NASW and to Good Morning America to be featured on their weekly segment “Your Week in Three Words.” Our photo aired on GMA on April 9, 2011. Also in April, our chapter helped support UND’s annual “Time-Out Week”, which celebrates the cultures of Native Americans in North Dakota. We sponsored a speaker, who presented her research on the effects of boarding schools on Native American elders and their family members. This was a university-wide event and was well attended by many students and faculty. Lastly, our chapter held a fundraiser-sale of “UND Social Work” window clings to current students, faculty, and alumni of the department. The placement of these window clings on rear car windows will help to promote the UND Social Work Department and the wonderful professionals they produce each year. 

· Further the mission, goals, and objectives of Phi Alpha and the social work profession in the community, state, nation, and world.  

1. What activities has your chapter carried out to promote the core values of the social work profession?

· SERVICE

The UND Phi Alpha chapter participated in many service activities in the Grand Forks community throughout the 2010-2011 year. Members helped paint ceramic bowls to be sold during the St. Vincent of Grand Forks annual Empty Bowl Fundraiser. We also helped at this agency’s annual Halloween Costume Give-Away, where we assisted in running games, handing out costumes, and running a cookie-decorating station. Members served as greeters, silent auction attendants, and carnation sellers at the annual Northlands Rescue Mission Banquet, which is the homeless shelter’s largest fundraiser of the year. In December, a group of members helped wrap presents for the Community Violence Intervention Center. The gifts were presented to clients of the center who were recently displaced from their home due to domestic violence. A blanket drive was held in March to provide new fleece blankets for clients of the newly opened Children’s Advocacy Center in Grand Forks. A blanket is provided to each child that visits the Center, and our members worked to provide over 20 blankets for the Center to hand out. Also in March, a group of members helped package and deliver food to local seniors in Grand Forks through a program coordinated by Red River Valley Community Action. Members also participated in two events in April: the national campaign “Feed My Starving Children” and the local Hands-On Learning Fair in Grand Forks. 
· SOCIAL JUSTICE
Two main activities were coordinated to promote social justice. The “Spread the Word to End the Word” campaign held in March and April to end the use of the word “retard,” and the speaker sponsored during Time-Out Week to discuss the effects of boarding schools on Native American individuals and their families. Both of these events served to promote social justice and fair treatment for disadvantaged populations. In addition, our participation at Social Justice Advocacy Day at the state capitol promoted the need for social justice to be reflected in our state legislation. 
· DIGNITY AND WORTH OF THE PERSON
There were two events that members participated in to help promote the dignity and worth of the person. By helping give away Halloween costumes to children who may otherwise not have been able to afford one, members were recognizing the need for kids to just be kids, and that they deserved to celebrate Halloween in a fun and safe way. In addition, the members helped in wrapping gifts for the domestic violence center encouraged the importance for all families to have a safe and joyful holiday season. 
· IMPORTANCE OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS
To promote the importance of human relationships, UND Phi Alpha members helped members of the Grand Forks Senior Center decorate the Center for the holidays in December. They encourage members to come together and work as a team, and had the opportunity to connect with elders in their community. This value was also promoted by our attendance at Social Justice Advocacy Day in March, where members had the opportunity to connect with local legislators and senators. Lastly, members participated in the annual Hands-On Learning Fair in Grand Forks, where they promoted healthy play between parents and kids and encouraged connections among families and local agencies. 

· INTEGRITY
UND Phi Alpha members promoted integrity in all the service activities they carried out throughout the year. At every event and in every setting, members behaved in a trustworthy manner and were dedicated to their service to each agency. Whether it was managing money during a fundraiser for the local homeless shelter, using an agency vehicle to transport food to local seniors, or helping supervise children, members were dependable and responsible. 
· COMPETENCE
There were two main events coordinated that helped both students and local community members and professionals increase their knowledge about different areas of practice. The seminar hosted on child abuse and neglect at County Social Services provided continuing education to professionals and enhanced the knowledge of students not yet in the field. In addition, the speaker held during Time-Out Week about the effects of Native American boarding schools broadened student’s understanding of the historical trauma faced by Native American families, therefore better preparing them to work with these families in the future. 

2. What activities has your chapter carried out to strengthen your Phi Alpha chapter?
Compared to the 2009-2010 academic year, this year’s UND Phi Alpha chapter has participated in twice the number of service projects and has expanded involvement to many different types of agencies in the local community. These agencies include a domestic violence center, homeless shelter, community action agency, senior citizen’s center, a non-secular emergency assistance agency, and a newly opened child abuse advocacy center. In addition, this year’s members have increased their outreach and promotional efforts to help inform the community about the social work profession and what social work students are doing to help individuals and families in the area. These efforts included participation in the UND Homecoming Parade, a field trip to the ND State Capitol (where two of our students were interviewed on the local news about our visit), partnering with the UND Indian Association to sponsor a speaker during the annual Native American “Time-Out Week”, having our picture shown on Good Morning America, and having a news story on the home page of the UND website about our chapter. Other events that strengthened our chapter include a department-wide photo taken as part of Social Work Month (it was submitted to NASW) and the hosting of an appreciation event for students and faculty in late March. The chapter also co-hosted (with the Student Social Work Association) a raffle fundraiser to help raise money to host the annual Spring banquet for the department (which was held on May 5, 2011). 
3. What activities has your chapter carried out to promote the achievements of professional social workers in your area?

Phi Alpha meetings were held once every three weeks, and the agenda for most meetings included a speaker from a local agency or social service program. Each speaker was given the opportunity to highlight the achievements of their agency and any new programs and services they are offering to clients in the community. In addition, we invited representatives from NASW-ND to attend our annual Spring banquet, where they talked about their work and achievements as social workers and their work with NASW. 
4. What activities has your chapter carried out to help students learn about professional social work practice?
As mentioned above, our chapter hosted speakers at most meetings throughout the year. Speakers included social workers from Red River Valley Community Action, the Sustainable Energy Resources for Consumers program, representatives for foster and adopted youth, and the founders of the new Children’s Advocacy Center in Grand Forks. On 
April 19, 2011 a panel of professors and students from the UND Social Work Department spoke to a group of high school students about the profession of social work in hopes of sparking their interest in the field. Lastly, a story was published on the homepage of the UND main website in early April talking about the Social Work students’ trip to the State Capitol to advocate for legislation related to social justice issues. 
· Honors service by promoting humanitarian goals and ideals both in the community and university 

1. What activities has your chapter carried out to help people who live in the community?
See below. 

2. What activities has your chapter carried out to help social service agencies in your community?
Since a majority of the activities the UND Phi Alpha chapter carried out to help people that live in our community also helped social service agencies, the answer to question 5 and 6 will be combined. Our participation in the Northlands Rescue Mission annual banquet fundraiser helped the Mission to raise the necessary funds to keep their shelter in operation and sufficiently serve the clients that seek their services. By assisting St. Vincent of Grand Forks with their Empty Bowl fundraiser and Halloween costume give-away, our members helped them raise money to provide emergency assistance to individuals and families in the 
community, as well as provide costumes for kids to have a fun and safe Halloween. Our assistance in decorating the Grand Forks Senior Citizen Center provided members the opportunity to socialize with students in the community and share the spirit of the holiday season with one another. 
The gifts we helped wrap for clients of the Community Violence Intervention Center will allow families undergoing crisis to have a special holiday celebration and help them to connect with one another in their
time of need. By helping the Red River Valley Community Action agency in filling and delivering food baskets we are offering them more time to serve clients and the community, while at the same time providing necessary commodity items to those in need. Lastly, our participation in the annual Hands-On Learning Fair helped support the multiple agencies that attended the fair to inform families of their services, and also helped children and their families have an opportunity for healthy and productive play in a wonderful learning environment.  
3. What activities has your chapter carried out to support and help your NASW chapters (state and/or local)?
As the coordinator of Social Justice Advocacy Day on March 7, 2011 at the State Capitol in Bismarck, ND, NASW-ND reached out to the universities in the state to attend the event and help in their fight for social justice legislation. Our chapter had, by far, the highest attendance at the event, with over 20 students and faculty present. Due to the relationships formed with the NASW-ND Executive Director, Grand Forks representative, and Grand Forks chapter president, all three were invited to (with the latter two attending) the UND Social Work annual Spring banquet held on May 5, 2011 in Grand Forks. Both of these connections 
helped to further the relationship between UND Phi Alpha and NASW-ND; which is a relationship that will only be strengthened in the future. Lastly, the department-wide photo taken in March was submitted to the national NASW website to be included in their gallery of Social Work Month images.  
4. What activities has your chapter carried out to help your local decision-makers be more aware of the needs of local residents?
Our chapter’s participation at Social Justice Advocacy Day at the ND 
State capitol on March 7th promoted the need for social justice to state and city legislators. Students had the opportunity to sit in on legislative hearings on social justice issues (where our presence was repeatedly announced) and to sit on the floor with local senators and representatives to have conversations about the social justice issues that matter to us. In addition, a group of members participated in the “Living Wage Movement” on Tax Day, April 18th, at the local post office in Grand Forks. Their presence there was meant to advocate for the need for a minimum wage that was more reflective of living standards today. Lastly, our sponsorship of a Native American speaker who discussed the effects of Native American boarding schools on survivors helped UND students and faculty understand the ongoing needs of native populations and continuing stressors they face in everyday life. 
· Encourage professional development, achievement, and activities that promote an interest in social work. 
5. What activities has your chapter carried out to promote students going into the social work profession?
All the service activities we have carried out as a chapter have promoted our students to local social service agencies and fostered connections with social work professionals in our community. The outreach efforts we have conducted (e.g. parades, news stories, media features) have allowed the faces and efforts of our students to be shown to others, therefore 
highlighting the hard work UND social work students are capable of. In addition, the offering of membership in the honor society allows members to promote their membership and high academic achievement to potential employers, therefore improving their image as a qualified and scholarly social worker. 
6. What activities has your chapter carried out to improve the image of the social work profession in your local area?
By participating in Social Justice Advocacy Day, our chapter helped show legislators that social workers care about social justice and are willing to 
advocate for the needs of others, even at the legislative level. Our attendance at hearings presented our steadfast spirit and compassion for those in need. The story that was published on the UND website homepage helped extend this image to the university community, as well. Our participation in the UND Homecoming Parade showed our commitment to both the university community as well as our commitment to change. Our theme, “Sowing the Seeds of Change,” revealed our desire to pursue the necessary change in our community and nation to fight for social justice for all people. Lastly, our chapter sold car window clings to students, faculty, and local alumni that read “UND Social Work.” The image of these on car windows helps promote the profession to the local community and remind them of the difference social workers are making in their area. 
7. What activities has your chapter carried out to recognize the accomplishments of local social work practitioners?

As previously mentioned, many Phi Alpha meetings included a speaker from a local agency or social service program. Each speaker was given the opportunity to highlight the achievements of their agency and any new programs and services they are offering to clients in the community. In addition, we invited representatives from NASW-ND to attend our annual Spring banquet, where they talked about their work and achievements as social workers and their work with NASW.
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